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Dear Candidate, 

Thank you for your interest in the position of Athlete Member of the Stakeholder Board. This is a 

new role, created to ensure that the athlete voice is integrated into the strategic and operational 

planning for the World Championships. We are proud of the record of hosting international events in 

the UK, but we want to build on this strength and take the 2023 event to a new level. 

The appointed athlete will be a full voting member of the Stakeholder Board, which oversees the 

delivery of the strategic goals and associated objectives of the Championships.  We are seeking to 

appoint a current or recently retired international slalom athlete, who wishes to gain some board 

experience, and who is also passionate about helping us to deliver a world class event and creating a 

lasting and positive impact within the paddling community, through these Championships. 

If you are excited by this opportunity, we would be delighted to hear from you. 

 

 

 

David Joy 

Chair, Stakeholder Board 
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About the Championships 

The ICF Canoe Slalom World Championships are the ICF’s pinnacle event in the discipline.  The 2023 

World Championships will be the primary qualification event for the 2024 Paris Olympic Games. 

The event will be staged at Lee Valley White Water Centre, the venue which hosted the 2012 Olympic 

Games and the 2015 World Championships.  The Championships is the culmination of a three event 

series of bids secured for the venue, starting with the 2019 ICF Canoe Slalom World Cup and the 2020 

ECA Canoe Slalom European Championships (which was unfortunately cancelled due to covid). 

300 athletes from over 50 countries will compete, with projected spectator attendance over 10,000 

across the six days of competition.  Event partners have ambitious plans to deliver a world class event 

which will also deliver significant legacy and social benefits to the paddling and local communities. 

The Championships have been awarded to British Canoeing following a successful bid to the ICF.  The 

event will be run by British Canoeing Events, a wholly owned subsidiary company of British Canoeing, 

working with the venue, Lee Valley Regional Park Authority (the venue owners) and UK Sport. 

 

Our Mission 

The vision and objectives of the event are being finalised and will be presented at the next Stakeholder 

Board meeting.  The mission of the event is not only to deliver a championships that showcases elite 

success, it will also be used as a platform to celebrate the positive impact of the paddling community.   
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About the Championships Stakeholder Board 

The ICF awarded the event to British Canoeing as the member National Federation.  The event is 

delivered by British Canoeing Events, a wholly owned subsidiary company of British Canoeing, 

although British Canoeing underwrite the event. 

The Stakeholder Board is appointed for the event to oversee the delivery of the strategic goals and 

associated objectives of the Championships.  The board is not a company, but is an overseeing board 

made up of representatives of British Canoeing Events, British Canoeing, LVRPA and UK Sport, plus 

two independent board members and an athlete representative. 

The board has the following responsibilities (but not limited to): 

 Setting the strategy and objectives 

 Monitoring of delivery against objectives and wider impact projects 

 Monitoring and where appropriate approval of event budget and financial planning 

 Monitoring and managing risk 

 Monitoring operational progress and readiness 

 Feedback and approval on key strategies e.g ticketing, commercial, social impact event 

strategies 

 

About the Role 

We are looking for a current international or recently retired international slalom athlete 

representative to act as a voting member of the board.  The board wish to position athletes at the 

heart of planning and decision making to ensure the Championships deliver an environment within 

which athletes can excel and maximise performance. 

Previous board experience is not essential, training and mentoring can be provided. 

The post is not remunerated, though reasonable expenses will be paid.  Meetings are expected to take 

place quarterly during 2021 and the first half of 2022 and then more frequently and as required, within 

a schedule to be agreed within the final 12 months prior to the event.  Meetings will take place at Lee 

Valley or virtually.  We would hope that the appointed member would be willing to make 

contributions/provide advice, within reason, outside of the board cycle of meetings but understand 

the time constraints within training programmes. 
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Role Description - Athlete Member of the Stakeholder Board 

Time Commitment 

 Attend up to 4 board meetings a year in 2021 and first half of 2022, and up to 6 board meetings 

in the year leading into the Championships, plus reading of the associated board papers.  

Board meetings are no more than 3 hours long. 

 Attendance at some activity during the Championships in 2023 (should this work around 

competition commitments). 

Remuneration 

All reasonable expenses will be covered in line with British Canoeing policies. 

Length of Term 

The term of office will begin in April 2021 and shall last until after delivery of the Championships. 

Following a review meeting, this date is likely to be November 2023. 

Overview of the role 

The board is responsible for the oversight and planning of the Championships as executed by British 

Canoeing Events, British Canoeing, LVRPA, LVWWC and UK Sport. 

The athlete board member aims to provide a forum for the athlete voice to be represented and 

engaged on matters of interest and concern in relation to all aspects of the Championships.  In 

addition, to provide a mechanism for ensuring athlete views on important matters are heard and 

communicated through the planning phases of the Championships. 

 

Main responsibilities of the Athlete Board Member  

 To be active in discussing and setting the strategic direction in delivering the Championships, 

with a core focus on representing athlete needs. 

 To act as a member of the board, offering guidance, support, expertise and an objective 

perspective on the key matters of strategy, governance, commercial and financial affairs, and 

risk management.  

 To play a key part in the decision-making process on strategic issues. 

 To ensure that the organisation is run in a transparent and equitable manner.  

 To maintain positive relationships with major external stakeholders e.g. UK Sport and Lee 

Valley Regional Park Authority. 

 To act in accordance with the Championship board’s Terms of Reference.  

 To help identify and manage any conflicts of interest that might arise within the board.  
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Appointment process and how to apply 

In line with best practice the event partners are recruiting via an open and transparent process. To 

apply, please provide the following: 

• A copy of your CV 

• A cover letter (not exceeding 2 pages) explaining why you are interested in the role and how 

you meet the key skills and experience required. 

For more information or an informal conversation about this role please contact Gemma Wiggs, Event 

Director.  Alternatively please get in touch with Fieke Blackwell or Emma Groome for an informal chat 

about the event/role. 

Please submit your application via email to gemma.wiggs@britishcanoeing.org.uk  

 

The provisional timetable for recruitment for the role is as follows:  

• w/c 8 March 2021 Applications open 

• 31 March 2021 Closing date for applications 

• w/c 19 April 2021 Interviews 

• w/c 26 April 2021 Notification of successful candidate 

• Early May 2021 Induction period 

• May 2021 First board meeting 
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