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Professor Hugh McKenna
Dean of the Faculty of Life and Health Sciences

invites you to an
INAUGURAL PROFESSORIAL LECTURE

by
Eric Wallace PhD

Professor of Biomechanics and Sports Technology
“The Relentless Pursuit of Sporting Excellence – 

Evolution, Revolution and Biomechanics”

Invitation admits two                      at 6.30pm on Wednesday 1 December 2010 
RSVP (acceptance only)                                  in the Loughview Suite, Jordanstown campus
by 24 November 2010                                            followed by refreshments

The enhancement of sporting performance and setting of records have always been the inexorable 
quest of the world’s elite sports performers. Over the last few decades, we have witnessed remarkable 
innovations in sports technology and unparalleled developments in advanced training methods, fuelled 
by the huge potential benefits associated with the ‘professionalisation’ of sport and the insatiable 
appetite of the global spectator market. Concomitantly, the growth and development of sport and 
exercise science, including biomechanics, has made a hugely significant contribution to the education 
and training methods of those involved in sport. 

Not all performance enhancing strategies are universally welcome nor necessarily for the greater 
good of the sport or the athlete. Issues arise concerning the safety and welfare of the athletes and 
the protection of the core defining elements of a given sport. Drug abuse still occurs, counteracted by 
increasingly sophisticated testing procedures. The economic driving forces of producing innovative 
technologies by the manufacturers can result in tensions with the governing bodies. 

This lecture aims to draw upon the biomechanics discipline to delineate the relative contributions of 
evolution and revolution to some noteworthy sporting performances to date and in the conjecture of 
future possibilities in elite sport.
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Name .............................................................................................................................................................................
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Email ..............................................................................................................................................................................
Telephone ...................................................................................................................................................................

Guest’s Name .........................................................................................................................................................
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.............................................................................................................................................................................................


